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MONTANA DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITY REVIEW COMMISSION
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This project was supported by grant 08-W05-90293 awarded by. the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S.
Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and recommendations expressed in this publication are
those of the authors and do not necessarily rzflect the views of the Departmenr of Justice, Office on Violence
Against Women.
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2225 Eleventh Avenue
P.O. Box 201410

Steve Bullock
Attorney General

] anuary 2009

Fellow Montanans: o e e o Ui smmmsewe T

The Montana Domestic Violence Fatality Review Commission brings forward its third biennial -
report. Created by the Montana legislature in 2003, the Commission reviews two domestic
violence homicides each year across the state This report is the summary of our work since
January 2007. :

There have been at least 22 domestic violence deaths in Montana during this period. Victims of
family violence ranged from a 12-year-old boy to two 50-year-old adults. Unfortunately,
intimate partner homicide is not diminishing in our state; the number of deaths this biennium is
- ~59_~percent hlgher than Iast e

nce ’1ts mceptron the Commrssron has worked to expand and broaden its understandmg of

~domestic violence homicide. During the past two years deaths involving military personnel,
reservation-based Native Americans, a male victim and a workplace killing were all reviewed for
the first time. These deaths required interaction with a number of partners, including the federal
government and the tribes, creating valuable new relationships. Montana is fortunate to have
professionals at every level, in every agency, actively working to understand and reduce -
domestic violence deaths. :

Attorney General Mike McGrath created the Commission and has been a crucial supporter of our
work. We are grateful for his guidance and wish him well as Montana’s new Chief Justice. The
_Commission looks forward to working with Attorney General Steve Bullock and members of the
T2009TE gislature.” Our collective need to stay focused on keepmg domestlc Vlolence victims safe
has not diminished. '

Matthew Dale, Coordinator
Montana Domestic Violence Fatality Review Commission

Helena, MT 59620-1410




